KUMARTULI SPEECH

Swadeshi and Boycott alone could strike at the root.
So long as the exploitation of the country by foreign
trade remained, would they injure their country by
giving up or slackening the Boycott? Would they be
faithful to the country7 if under such circumstances
they were ready to listen to the soothing voice? If
they did that, it would be because they could not bear
the sufferings and pay the price of raising up their
country and they would prove themselves unworthy
of the freedom to which they aspired. The time was
a critical one and when the question was once more
put to them they must always be ready to answer.

SEVENTH OF AUGUST

The 7th of August was very near. It was the birth-
day of the Boycott, the birthday of the new spirit in
India.

It was not much they had to do. Only once more
to utter the sacred mantra of Bande Mataram., once
moise to declare that India was not lifeless, that Bengal
was faithful to the vow she had made. He waited to
see what would happen on that date in Bengal,, whether
they would attend in their hundreds or in their thou-
sands or in their tens of thousands. It was Bengal on
which the burden of the struggle fell because she first
had preached the Gospel and she first had had the
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